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Mr. Chairman

It gives me great pleasure to extend, on behalf of the Unijted Arab
Emirates, my gratitude to the government and the people of our friend
Brazil, for its generosity in hosting this special Ministerial Meeting to
commemorate the 40™ anniversary of the establishment of the group of 77.

I also should not fail to express our deep appreciation and thanks to
the delegation of Qatar, the current president of the group, and to the other
members, for their efforts and effective endeavors to ensure the success of
this important meeting in this lovely country, where I had the honor to

represent my country as the first Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates in
1991.

The initiative to establish the Group of 77 in mid-June 1964 at the end
of the first session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) came as the embodiment of the strong collective
will, which was expressed by the governments of the Developing Countries
to forge solidarity and partnership to eliminate the environment of economic
disability and trade marginalization under which they lived at the time of
international economic progression, and to advance the essential role they
should play alongside the Developed Countries, in pushing forward the
movement of development and globalization.

If we take a quick look at the achievements of this group through the
last four decades, we will find that it has contributed, to a great extent, in
developing the capacities of its member states, particularly in the field of
managing multilateral political and diplomatic negotiations with countries of
the super economic groups, in order to ensure the treatment of the present
dysfunction in the international economic, trade and technological order, and
to protect the interests of its people, who continue to suffer from poverty,
hunger, unemployment, epidemic diseases and other challenges such as
external debts and continued reduction in their national income. Moreover,
the group has participated effectively in the establishment of a number of
international prominent economic institutions, most notably: the United
Nations Industrial Development Crganization (UNIDO) and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). In addition, it has




succeeded in directing the United Nations towards adopting a new practical
method of multilateral international economic and trade cooperation.

Despite the positive achievements of the Group, there are still
enormous challenges impeding the development of many member states,
especially those which lack the resources for the required financing while
encountering the bureaucratic terms and rules imposed on them by donor
countries of the North and international financial institutions. Therefore, we
stress the need of the Group of 77 to focus on these important issues:

1. The necessity of reassessing the goals of the Group of 77 and
strengthening its unity through the adoption of collective
policies based on practical sophisticated methodologies and
multidisciplinary approaches in order to counteract the

- Developed Countries’ attempts to adopt ' internationally
| significant resolutions on- the global economics outside the
* framework of multilateralism, and which do not fulfill the goals
of safeguarding and protecting the interests of all countries

«

including the developing ones. "

2. Reaffirming the importance of strengthening relations among
the members of the Group on the bases of understanding, and
enhancing the mechanisms for joint economic, technical and
trade cooperation, on the bases of respect for sovereignty,

~ .regional security, non-interference in other’s internal affairs, ‘

” 4y and principles ofjediial rights ;fﬁnd sélf deterntinatjén which are”
ensured by the @harter of the {Jnited Nations-and-the-provisions
and protacols of the of internationallaw. Thus ensuring the
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creation of a hational and regional enabling environment that

encourages the flow of capital, foreign investments and modern
technology for peaceful purposes and provides unconditional

- assistance and sufficient financing for the national programs of

development in Developing Countries. "
3. Developing the Group’s mechanisms of work, especially those
related to institutional support which aim to enable the member
countries to negotiate strongly and participate as a main gnd.
e aj}/gffeCt«lve gner ‘,sw1th [).eve}oggd c;ou}g;jiheggf g,
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Goals and solve economic and environmental problems in their
regions as well as other global challenges and complex
problems that require collective and joint solutions such as
debts, volatile commodity markets, tariff protection measures,
management questions, sustainable development issues,
environment protection, equality and social justice .

Finally, we believe that the ambition and the programs of economic
and trade sustainable development cannot be achieved through unilateral
action, but through joint work within the framework of the Group of 77.

We are hopeful that this commemorative meeting will renew the
collective commitment of members of the Group which they pledged to
honor within the framework of the program of work of the first South
Summit held in Havana in 2000 as well as the series of preparatory meetings
on the second South Summit to be held in 2005, in order to serve the
Group’s interests in advancing sustainable development for its people.

Thank you Mr. Chairman
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