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3 
RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT 
 
  
1. The “XXIII Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the 
Caribbean: Regional cooperation in the area of food security,” organized by the 
Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA), in 
conjunction with the Government of Belize, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), and the Pérez Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) of the Group 
of 77, took place on 1 and 2 October 2012, in Belize City. 
 
2. The main objectives of this regional meeting were as follows: i) Identify actions and 
initiatives for better coordination and synergy among the various international 
cooperation actors at the regional and subregional levels as regards food security; ii) 
Analyze, organize and update available information on cooperation programmes, 
projects, and actions related to food security that have been undertaken by the various 
regional and subregional integration and cooperation schemes in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, in order to identify their strengths and weaknesses, and support inter-
institutional coordination; iii) Promote the identification of bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation sources for the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as 
cooperation opportunities that can be exploited within the region to support food 
security; iv) Identify policy proposals and recommendations for strengthening international 
cooperation, South-South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation in the area of food 
security; v) Promote and facilitate opportunities for exchanging offers and requests in 
priority areas of international cooperation and in fields with an impact on economic and 
social development in the region. The agenda for this meeting is included in Annex I. 
 
3. Delegations of the following Member States of the Latin American and Caribbean 
Economic System (SELA) participated in the event: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 
Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Peru; representatives of the following 
regional organizations: Caribbean Development Bank (CDB); Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States (CELAC); Caribbean Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute (CARDI); Central American Agricultural Council (CAC); Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA); Institute of Nutrition of Central 
America and Panama (INCAP); United Nations Population Fund (UNPF); United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF); Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO); International 
Regional Organization for Agricultural Health (OIRSA); Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS); United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); Regional 
Programme of Food and Nutrition Security for Central America (PRESANCA); Central 
American Integration System (SICA); and representatives of the following international 
organizations: Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA); Pérez Guerrero Trust Fund 
(PGTF) of the Group of 77; World Food Programme (WFP) and the Latin American and 
Caribbean Economic System (SELA). The list of participants is included in Annex VII. 
 
4. Speakers in the opening session included the following authorities: 
 
a) His Excellency José Alpuche, Chief Executive Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture of 
Belize, greeted and welcomed participants, and congratulated and thanked the 
organizers and sponsors of the meeting for promoting this initiative. He noted that feeding 
the most vulnerable sectors of the region is quite a challenge, and stressed that spaces 
for encounter like this meeting offer the opportunity to better understand the situation 
and join efforts to face the challenges related to the food security problem in the region. 
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He said that due to multiple causes, a large part of the Latin American and Caribbean 
population suffers from hunger and solutions are varied. In referring to Belize, he explained 
that hunger suffered by part of its population has hampered the struggle to eradicate 
various diseases. Finally, he expressed optimism about the results of this meeting, which in 
his opinion will be very useful for the analysis and adoption of effective solutions for such 
pressing problems as food insecurity in the region. 
 
b) The Honourable Mourad Ahmia, Executive Secretary of the Group of 77 and 
representative of the Pérez Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF), summarized the contribution of this 
international body in the field of food security within the framework of international 
cooperation in the region, with particular emphasis on South-South Cooperation. Then, he 
said that the food crisis had emerged in a situation of poor distribution of the world food 
supply and lack of coherence in international policies, as well as an unfavourable 
environment towards development, including agriculture and food production. He 
added that there is a pressing need to promote actions that minimize the negative 
impact of food crisis, especially on the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals. He pointed out that the achievement of long-term food security requires 
strengthening the agricultural sector in developing countries, through enhanced research 
by governments in partnerships with the international community. He also emphasized 
that international cooperation remains critical to ensure food security. Finally, he referred 
to the need for the PGTF to increase its financial funds in order to develop its project 
portfolio, much of which relates to countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
c) The Honourable José Miguel Pérez, Head of the Office of the Inter-American Institute 
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in Belize, greeted and welcomed participants. Then 
he highlighted some of the factors contributing to the food crisis: inadequate policies, 
absence of strategic planning, poor harvests, lack of availability of good-quality genetic 
material, volatile food prices, increasing use of farmland to provide materials for bio-fuels, 
and rising global demand for safe and nutritious food. Pérez stressed that IICA promotes 
the adoption of policies for food security aimed to (i) increase investment in agriculture to 
build on capacity for research and development, and innovation and extension; (ii) foster 
the integration of small and medium-sized agricultural enterprises; and (ii) promote free 
international trade in food. He added that IIICA also participates in the implementation of 
food security programmes to facilitate access to food to the most vulnerable segments of 
the population. 
 
Finally, Pérez pointed out that IICA is also dealing with issues such as the relationship 
between agriculture and the environment, natural resources and climate change, and, 
at the same time, it has helped its Member States to meet the challenges associated with 
food security, biotechnology, biosafety, agri-tourism, organic agriculture, agricultural 
security, agribusiness and rural development, among others. 
 
d) The Honourable Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), greeted and welcomed the audience. Then, he 
underscored the importance of the meeting in view of the dimension of the problem of 
food insecurity in the region, especially because it would be analyzed on the basis of 
shared solutions, from the perspective of international cooperation. Finally, Rapallo 
expressed his conviction that the presentations to be delivered during the meeting and 
the discussions stemming from them would contribute to make strides in regional efforts to 
ensure food security in the region. 
 
e) The Honourable Ambassador Carlos Bivero, Director of Relations for Integration and 
Cooperation of the Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA), greeted and 
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5 
welcomed the audience, and thanked, on behalf of Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, 
Permanent Secretary of SELA, for the support provided by the co-sponsors of the meeting. 
Then he highlighted the objectives set out in the agenda of the event. 
 
Bivero proceeded to summarize SELA’s activities in the field of food security. stressing that 
this issue has been a priority for Latin American and Caribbean governments and it has 
been so reflected in the various summits and meetings at presidential level held recently 
in the region. He recalled that Latin America and the Caribbean is one of the largest food 
producers among the regions of the world, however out of its 589 million inhabitants, 218 
million live in poverty, and out of the latter figure, 53 million suffer from hunger and 
malnutrition. He also said that, although there is still a long way to go, the region has 
outlined policies to allow a good number of this population to have access to basic food 
staples through various State programmes for direct transfer of resources or through social 
security systems. Then he said that there are several pending tasks faced by the region, 
but probably the most urgent one is building more egalitarian and equitable societies. 
Bivero added that other necessary steps are: to outline policies to control speculation in 
food prices; support farmers; achieve a progressive convergence between the 
agricultural and food agendas and the agenda on climate change; analyze efficiency in 
food production, the use of pesticides, fertilizers and especially water; and address the 
issue of food waste.  
 
Finally, he announced that, within the context of its Work Programme for the year 2013, 
the Permanent Secretariat of SELA will submit an activity specifically designed for the 
Government of Belize in order to support and enhance the experiences of small and 
medium-sized enterprises for the promotion and internationalization of agricultural 
production. This activity will form part of the SELA-SMEs Project: “Inter-institutional 
cooperation for the development of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.” 
 
The speeches delivered during the opening session are included in Annexes II, III and IV of 
this report. 
 
A. DEVELOPMENT OF WORKS  
 
5) The moderator submitted the Draft Agenda of the meeting for consideration by the 
delegates, who approved it without amendment. Both the agenda and the informative 
documents submitted by the Permanent Secretariat, as well as the presentations of the 
regional and international agencies and Member States are available on SELA’s Web 
page (http://www.sela.org). 
 
6)  Introductory session: The Permanent Secretariat submitted its study “Latin American 
and Caribbean cooperation in the area of food security” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/DT N° 2-12). 
The presentation was in charge of Carlos Ortuño, Coordinator of Projects and Official of 
the Centre of Information and Database of SELA. 
 
7) Session I: Cooperation in the area of food security from the perspective of regional 
and international organizations. The session was moderated by José Alpuche, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Agriculture of Belize. After 
making a brief introduction to the subject, Alpuche gave the floor to the following 
speakers: 
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8)  Gerardo de Cosio, Representative of the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO/WHO) in Belize, dealt with the issue of “Cooperation in the Area of Food Security 
from the Perspective of PAHO/WHO” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 5-12). 
 
9) Luther St. Ville, Operations Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture of Barbados, 
delivered the presentation “Caribbean Development Bank: priorities in the area of Food 
Security” (SP/ XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 6-12).  
 
10) Julio Torres, Officer of the Direction for Multilateral and Global Affairs of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Chile and representative of the Pro Tempore Presidency of the 
Community of Latin America and the Caribbean States (CELAC), spoke about the vision 
and prospects of CELAC concerning food security (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 8-12). 
 
11) José Miguel Pérez, Head of the Office of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) in Belize, made a presentation entitled “Situation of food security in 
the Americas” (SP/ XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 9-12).  
 
12) Afterwards, the moderator thanked the speakers for their contributions and invited 
delegates to express their opinions. 
 
13) In general, participants were very enthusiastic about the initiatives and actions 
analyzed, and about the stronger role that international agencies are playing in the area 
of international cooperation, relieving SELA of such role as facilitator, as it is focusing on 
the specific field of food security. Participants made special reference to, and welcomed, 
the base study presented by the Permanent Secretariat. There was an active exchange 
of opinions as regards the actions that international organizations have undertaken to 
promote food security both at the regional and subregional levels. Participants also 
shared their impressions about the positive results that the actions and initiatives discussed 
during this session might have in the short, medium and long terms, and made 
recommendations aimed at optimizing such actions. In general, they embraced the idea 
that food safety will only be possible to the extent that the region’s governments and 
institutions continue to develop the necessary cooperation actions and implement the 
policies required in order to face the challenges posed by the fight against hunger and 
malnutrition. 
 
14) The moderator thanked the delegates and participants for their remarks, ideas and 
recommendations. 
 
15) Session II: Priorities and mandates of development banks and regional and 
subregional integration schemes in the area of food security. The moderator in this session 
was Mrs. Judith Alpuche, Executive Director of the Ministry of Human Development, Social 
Transformation and Poverty Reduction of Belize, who introduced the topic and gave the 
floor to the speakers. 
 
16) George Alcee, Officer of the Agriculture Programme of the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS), delivered a presentation entitled ”Priorities and Mandates of 
Regional and Sub-regional Integration Schemes in the Area of food Security” (SP/XXIII-
RDCIALC/Di N° 10-12). 
 
17) Julio Calderón Arrieta, Executive Secretary of the Central American Agricultural 
Council (CAC), described the activities of that institution, highlighting its main strategies to 
foster food security in Central America (SP/ XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 11-12). 
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18) Edwin Mauricio Aragón, Regional Coordinator of Programmes in Support to Food 
Chains of the International Regional Organization for Plant and Animal Health (OIRSA), 
dealt with “The role of OIRSA and Food Security” (SP/ XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 12-12). 
 
19) After the presentations, the moderator thanked speakers for their contributions and 
invited delegates to express their opinions. 
 
20) At the end of this session there was a lively exchange of views, which lasted for a 
considerably long time due to the number of questions made to the speakers, most of 
which were about the priorities and mandates stemming from the regional integration 
schemes and their impact on food security. Participants made emphasis on the 
challenges, activities and prospects of Eastern Caribbean countries in the area of food 
security, particularly the attitude and the vision of the youth vis-à-vis the issue of food 
security. Based on the questions and comments made to their presentations, speakers 
expounded on their initial ideas and made some proposals which were welcomed by 
participants and are included in the conclusions and recommendations of this report. 
 
 
21) Session III. Cooperation in the area of food security from the perspective of 
International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean: Successful 
national and regional experiences and lessons learned. This session was moderated by 
Alfonso Gahona, Director of International Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Belize, who made a brief presentation on the subject and gave the floor to the speakers. 
 
22) Fernando Tzib, Coordinator of the National Commission for Food Security of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Agriculture of Belize, delivered a presentation entitled 
“Belize Food and Nutrition Security” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 13-12). 
 
23) Mrs. Marta Villegas, Director of the Executive Secretariat for Agricultural and 
Livestock Sector Planning (SEPSA) of Costa Rica dealt with the issue of “Agricultural and 
Food Policy – SAN National Policy: Challenges and Actions” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 14-
12). 
 
24) Mrs. Giovanna Valverde, Director of International Affairs of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Livestock of Costa Rica, delivered the presentation “International Cooperation and 
Food Security” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 15-12). 
 
25) Camilo Luco, Specialist in South-South Cooperation of the International Cooperation 
Agency of Chile (AGCI), made the presentation “International Cooperation Agency of 
Chile (AGCI)” (SP/ XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 16-12). 
 
26) Mrs. Tasha Nemhard, Analyst of Policies of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries of 
Jamaica, dealt with “Cooperation in the area of Food Security from the perspective of 
International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean: Successful 
experiences and lessons learned” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 17-12). 
 
27) After a brief coffee break, speakers continued with the presentations scheduled on 
the Agenda of the meeting. 
 
28) Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official. Coordinator a.i. of the Hunger-Free Latin 
America and Caribbean Initiative Support Project of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), spoke about “Regional Cooperation in the areas of Food 
Security” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 18-12). 
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29) Mrs. Patricia Palma, Director of the Regional Programme for Food and Nutritional 
Security in Central America (PRESANCA) of SICA, and Emil Waight, of the General 
Secretariat of SICA made the presentation “Priorities and mandates in the area of Food 
and Nutritional Security” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 19-12). 
 
30) Mrs. María Elena Montenegro, International Consultant of the World Food 
Programme (WFP), delivered the presentation “WFP cooperation in the area of child 
malnutrition and food security” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 20-12). 
 
31) Kenrick R. Leslie, Executive Director of the Caribbean Community Climate Change 
Centre (CCCCC), talked about the current activities of the CCCCC and its prospect in 
the short, medium and long terms. 
 
32) Mrs. Rossana Arauco Aliaga, Official of the Direction of Policies and Programmes of 
the Peruvian Agency of International Cooperation (APCI), delivered the presentation 
“Cooperation and Food Security in Peru” (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di N° 21-12). 
 
The moderator adjourned the session to resume it in the afternoon with the presentation 
of the video “Zero Hunger Plan in Guatemala”, in charge of Enrique Gil, Director of 
Cooperation Programmes and Projects of the Ministry of Economy of Guatemala. 
 
The moderator thanked speakers for their presentations, and invited the delegates and 
participants to make their remarks about them. 
 
There was an active exchange of opinions, questions and observations relating basically 
to the role of the International Cooperation Directors and possible strategies to promote 
national, regional and subregional efforts to promote food security, on the basis of 
cooperation and joint and coordinated work. Item B of this report reflects some of the 
conclusions and recommendations resulting from the discussions carried out during the 
working sessions. 
 
33) Session IV. Follow-up to the conclusions and recommendations of the last meeting of 
Cooperation Directors. The session was moderated by Ambassador Carlos Bivero, Director 
of Relations for Integration and Cooperation of the Latin American and Caribbean 
Economic System (SELA). 
 
34) Pursuant to the agreements reached at the last meeting of International 
Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean, the Permanent Secretariat 
of SELA made available to the national authorities and focal points for international 
cooperation the Directory of Cooperation Sources for Financing South-South and 
Triangular Cooperation in Latin American and Caribbean countries (SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/Di 
N° 7-12.) and SELA’s sub-portal of International Cooperation Directors, which can be 
accessed through SELA’s Web site (www.sela.org). Both tools were presented by Javier 
Gordon, Coordinator of Cooperation Projects of SELA. 
 
35) Venue, date and topic for the XXIV Meeting of International Cooperation Directors 
for Latin America and the Caribbean. Mrs. Claudia Aguilar, Director-General for 
Development Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, made an offer 
for her country to provide the venue and co-sponsor the XXIV Meeting of International 
Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean (Annex V), whose central 
topic would be “Cooperation for border integration in Latin America and the Caribbean”. 
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In turn, Enrique Gil, Director of Cooperation Programmes and Projects of the Ministry of 
Economy of Guatemala, offered his country to host and co-sponsor the XXV Meeting of 
International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean. (Annex VI). 
 
B.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The “XXIII Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the 
Caribbean: Regional Cooperation in the area of Food Security,” organized by the 
Permanent Secretariat of SELA, in conjunction with the Government of Belize, through the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and the Pérez-Guerrero Trust 
Fund (PGTF) of the Group of 77, took place on 1 and 2 October 2012 in Belize City, Belize. 
 
The participants took note of the base document “Latin American and Caribbean 
cooperation in the area of food security (SP/XXXIII-RDCIALC/DT No. 2-12), submitted by 
the Permanent Secretariat. 
 
In addition, they welcomed the “Directory of Cooperation Sources for Financing South-
South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation in Latin American and Caribbean 
countries” (SP/Di N° 16-12) and the portal enabled by the Permanent Secretariat, in 
compliance with its Work Programme for 2012 and in its capacity as regional focal point, 
for the exchange of information on technical cooperation in developing countries. This 
portal was also put at the disposal of the International Cooperation Directors in Latin 
America and the Caribbean with the purpose of facilitating the systematization and the 
exchange of experiences on regional cooperation. Both tools were designed by taking 
into account the existence of other digital spaces, the complementarity, the need to 
avoid duplication of efforts and waste of time and resources; and, above all, the need to 
incorporate the regional bodies involved in the Latin American and Caribbean 
cooperation. 
 
The participants appreciated the presentations and speeches delivered by 
representatives from subregional, regional and international organizations specializing in 
the area, as well as those of international cooperation directors focused on national 
efforts and cooperation initiatives to promote food security in the region. 
 
The exchange of information and perspectives on the issue led to the following 
conclusions and recommendations, to be submitted for consideration of the respective 
authorities: 
 
Conclusions: 
 

1) Food prices continue to generate concern in the international community. In the 
past four years, they have been consistently above pre-2008 levels. In particular, 
they have remained at high levels in the first six months of 2012. In addition, FAO 
and OECD have projected higher actual food prices for the next decade with 
respect to the 2001-2010 average, and therefore difficulties to ensure food 
security are expected to persist in the long term. 

 
2) The final impact of the increase and volatility of food prices in Latin America and 

the Caribbean has been moderated by the GDP growth and the current situation 
of high prices for exports of agricultural products from most countries. All this has a 
positive long-term effect due to increased uptake of private investment in the 
agricultural sector, thus favouring the productivity of the sector. However, it is 
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necessary to recognize that, in the case of other countries, in particular those that 
are net importers or highly sensitive to climate change, mitigation factors have 
not necessarily had the same effect. 

 
3) There is a general consensus about the need to strengthen regional cooperation 

to promote food security, and it has been confirmed that the current situation 
represents an opportunity to increase such cooperation in order to counter the 
possible effects of a slowdown of the economic growth and the potential decline 
in the international prices of commodities in the coming years. 

 
4) The main challenge for Latin America and the Caribbean is to ensure the 

population's access to food, taking into account that prices will continue to rise 
and that production in the region will step up, but in a context of increasing 
scarcity and global crisis of natural resources due to, among other factors, the 
prospects for substantial increase in the world population in the coming decades. 

 
5) Latin American and Caribbean countries have been very active in the technical 

diagnosis and the political recognition of the situation in the field of food security. 
The most recent initiatives in this direction have been the 2012 Caracas Action 
Plan and Declaration of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC); the Regional Conference of FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(Buenos Aires, March 2012); the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security 
with Sovereignty in the Americas (the OAS General Assembly, June 2012); and the 
follow-up actions of the Hunger-Free Latin America and the Caribbean Initiative 
(Guyana, 2012). 

 
6) In this context, the cooperation and the coordination of policies in the productive 

and food areas among the countries in the region have been considered key 
factors to promote regional food security. Moreover, stress has been made on the 
importance of avoiding protectionist measures at regional and global levels and, 
in this connection, of facilitating market access to meet national demands. 

 
7) At present, not enough relevant information is available at the regional level to 

facilitate an efficiently documented decision-making and the adoption of 
appropriate measures to counteract future food emergencies. 

 
8) Although the factors linked to the international situation are important, it was 

found that food security problems in the region are also related to domestic 
factors, such as individual access to food, which is determined by multiple factors, 
including the purchasing power of people to ensure adequate intake of food and 
nutrition, among others. 

 
9) The availability of food in the region is threatened by climate variability in the short 

term and climate change and natural disasters in the medium and long terms. This 
situation affects particularly, although not exclusively, the Caribbean and Central 
America. 

 
Recommendations: 
 

1) Cooperation and coordination should be promoted among the countries in the 
region and between them and subregional, regional and international 
organizations to achieve greater food and nutrition security. The ultimate goal is to 
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prevent the risk of a food crisis in the event of adverse changes in the international 
context and/or conditions of national economies. 

 
2) A rapprochement between public and private sectors should be promoted and 

strengthened to increase the public-private investment for better infrastructure 
and market conditions in the agricultural sector and to boost the exchange of 
ideas, knowledge and information with a view to incorporating improvements and 
innovations in agriculture, as well as in research, education, investment and 
infrastructure, among other aspects. 

 
3) It is recommended to promote the systematic use of the various mechanisms for 

financing and supporting available regional projects and programmes launched 
by multilateral organizations. 

 
4) Indicators for measuring regional food security should be optimized and 

monitored, with a particular focus on the situation in each country. 
 

5) The concept and scope of nutrition security should be analyzed as a 
complementary but specific factor to be considered in a strategy for the 
promotion of food security. 

 
6) A boost should be given to actions aimed at ensuring free market access and 

facilitating food trade through existing integration agreements or a specific 
agreement covering the entire region. 

 
7) A recommendation is made to improve coordination among legal frameworks 

related to the right to food in each country, including the regulation of food 
markets. 

 
8) The creation of national information and monitoring systems in the area of food 

and nutrition should be promoted to facilitate timely and efficient access to 
relevant quantitative and qualitative information and support decision-making on 
this topic in the region. 

 
9) Emphasis should be made on the systematization of efforts aimed at the 

exchange of experiences and information in many aspects, such as: improvement 
of productivity; design and implementation of social, welfare, research and 
innovation programmes; and knowledge transfer, among others, and to seek 
greater coordination and synergy among regional and subregional stakeholders 
involved in the efforts to make strides towards food security in the region. 

 
10) It is recommended to take advantage of the productive capacity of Latin 

American and Caribbean countries through the establishment of mechanisms for 
the cooperation and coordination of economic, productive, food and nutrition 
policies at the regional level. 

 
11) National efforts in the area of food security should be strengthened through the 

implementation of public policies on prices, wages, education, health, 
infrastructure and transportation, among others, incorporating monitoring and 
evaluation systems to assess progress towards the achievement of expected 
results and to determine the state of progress. 
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12) Specific public policies to overcome poverty should be promoted, helping turn 
into concrete actions the will expressed by the Heads of State of the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) to boost a regional food and 
nutrition policy. 

 
13) Family farming and small and medium-scale farming should be involved in the 

efforts to achieve food security in the region, and local capacities should be 
strengthened to stimulate the production of small entrepreneurs and food 
production. 

 
14) It is recommended to strengthen regional capacities in the implementation of 

programmes to ensure both the availability and quality of food. 
 

15) The adoption of strategies to mitigate the effects of climate change and natural 
disasters should be promoted, and agricultural programmes and food production 
should be protected. 

 
16) The formation of social protection networks to reduce food insecurity should be 

stimulated. 
 

17) A food culture approach to nutrition should be promoted. 
 

18) A greater boost should be given to intra-regional cooperation, with special 
emphasis on South-South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation. 

 
19) The Permanent Secretariat of SELA is requested to submit for consideration of the 

Pro Tempore Presidency of CELAC the recommendations arising from this XXIII 
Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, as a contribution to the analysis of the issue of food security and in 
compliance with decisions on social development and hunger and poverty 
eradication contained in the 2012 Caracas Action Plan. 

 
The delegations warmly welcomed the offer made by the Government of El Salvador, 
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to be the venue and co-sponsor of the XXIV 
Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean, to 
take place in 2013. In addition, they took note of the offer of the Government of 
Guatemala, through the Ministry of the Economy, to be the venue and co-sponsor of the 
XXV Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
to be held in 2014. 
 
The delegations also acknowledged the valuable contributions made by the Pérez-
Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) of the Group of 77 to the forum of International Cooperation 
Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean, through the Permanent Secretariat of 
SELA, and urged the Fund to continue providing such support for future regional meetings. 
 
The International Cooperation Directors of SELA Member States, representatives from 
regional and international organizations and other participants thanked the Government 
of Belize, in particular the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for the organization of this regional 
meeting and for the hospitality received during the event. They also thanked the Pérez-
Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) of the Group of 77, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA), the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the 
Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA) for 
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organizing the XXIII Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and 
the Caribbean and providing the technical and financial support for its conduction. 
 
Once the presentation of the conclusions and recommendations was concluded, 
participants proceeded to the closing session. 
 
C.  CLOSING SESSION 
 
At the closing session of the "XXIII Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin 
America and the Caribbean: Regional Cooperation in the area of Food Security”, the 
following personalities took the floor: Her Excellency Mrs. Audrey Wallace, Chief Executive 
Officer in the Office of the Prime Minister; the Honourable Ambassador Mourad Ahmia, 
Executive Secretary of the Group of 77. Representative of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund 
(PGTF) for South-South Cooperation; the Honourable Mr. José Miguel Pérez, Head of the 
Office of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in Belize; the 
Honourable Mr. Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO); and the Honourable Ambassador Carlos Bivero, Director 
of Relations for Integration and Cooperation of the Latin American and Caribbean 
Economic System (SELA), who reiterated the importance of regional dialogue and 
debates on such a crucial issue as food security, from the perspective of international 
cooperation. They congratulated the speakers for their valuable presentations and 
participants, in general. They also thanked the governments of El Salvador and 
Guatemala for their offers to host and co-sponsor the upcoming meetings of International 
Cooperation Directors. 
 
Ambassador Carlos Bivero, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary of SELA, Ambassador 
Jose Rivera Banuet, and his own, thanked the government of Belize and, particularly, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its staff for their support and collaboration in conducting this 
regional meeting. Bivero also thanked the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF), of the Group 
of 77, for the support that it has provided to the Meetings of International Cooperation 
Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean in the last few years. He also expressed 
gratitude to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) for their sponsorship to conduct 
this meeting. Bivero also thanked the Member States of SELA and the regional and 
international organizations for their participation. He made special reference to the 
governments of El Salvador and Guatemala, thanking them for their offers to provide the 
venues and co-sponsoring for the XXIV and XXV Meetings of International Cooperation 
Directors, respectively. In addition, Bivero informed that the Permanent Secretariat of SELA 
– in consultation with several Member States as regards the preparation for the “XXVI 
Meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean” – 
has submitted a project for consideration of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF), of the 
Group of 77, to support the conduction of that meeting. 
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XXIII MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION DIRECTORS 

FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
 

“REGIONAL COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF FOOD SECURITY” 
 

Date: 1 and 2 October 2012. Belize City, Belize 
Address: Radisson Fort George Hotel and Marina, 2 Marine Parade 

 
Objectives: i) Identify actions and initiatives for better coordination and synergy among 
the various international cooperation actors at the regional and subregional levels as 
regards food security; ii) Analyze, organize and update available information on 
cooperation programmes, projects, and actions related to food security that have been 
undertaken by the various regional and subregional integration and cooperation 
schemes in Latin America and the Caribbean, in order to identify their strengths and 
weaknesses, and support inter-institutional coordination; iii) Promote the identification of 
bilateral and multilateral cooperation sources for the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, as well as cooperation opportunities that can be exploited within the region 
to support food security; iv) Identify policy proposals and recommendations for 
strengthening international cooperation, South-South Cooperation and Triangular 
Cooperation in the area of food security; v) Promote and facilitate opportunities for 
exchanging offers and requests in priority areas of international cooperation and in fields 
with an impact on economic and social development in the region. 
 
 
Monday, 1 October 2012 

Morning 
8:30 – 9:00  REGISTRATION  
 
9:00 – 9:45  OPENING SESSION  
 

 Speech by His Excellency José Alpuche, Executive Director of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Agriculture of Belize 

 Speech by Ambassador Mourad Ahmia, Executive Secretary of 
the Group of 77. Representative of the Perez-Guerrero Trust 
Fund (PGTF) for South-South Cooperation  

 Speech by Mr. José Miguel Pérez, Head of the Office of the 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in 
Belize 

 Speech by Mr. Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

 Speech by Ambassador Carlos Bivero, Director of Relations for 
Integration and Cooperation of the Latin American and 
Caribbean Economic System (SELA) 

 
9:45 – 10:00  COFFEE BREAK 
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10:00 - 10:30 INTRODUCTORY SESSION: PRESENTATION OF THE STUDY “LATIN 

AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF FOOD 
SECURITY”, PREPARED BY THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF SELA  

 Presentation: Carlos Ortuño, Coordinator of Projects and Official of 
the Centre of Information and Database of SELA  
 

10:30 – 11:00 DEBATE 
  
11:00 – 12:00 SESSION I: COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF FOOD SECURITY FROM THE 

PERSPECTIVE OF REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
Moderator: Jose Alpuche, Chief Executive Officer, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Agriculture of Belize 

  
 Panel: 15-20 minute presentations 
 

 Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Gerardo de Cosio, 
PAHO/WHO Representative in Belize 

 
 Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), Luther St. Ville, 

Operations Officer, Ministry of Agriculture of Barbados  
 
 Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), 

Julio Torres, Directorate for Multilateral and Global Affairs. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile  

 
 Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), 

José Miguel Pérez, Representative in charge of the Office of the 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in 
Belize. Presentation: “Situation of food security in the Americas” 

 
12:00 – 1:00 DEBATE 
 
1.00 – 2:30 FREE TIME FOR LUNCH  

Afternoon  
 

 2:30 – 4:15 SESSION II: PRIORITIES AND MANDATES OF DEVELOPMENT BANKS AND 
REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL INTEGRATION SCHEMES IN THE AREA 
OF FOOD SECURITY  
Moderator: Judith Alpuche, Executive Director, Ministry of Human 
Development, Social Transformation and Poverty Reduction of 
Belize 

  
 Panel: 15-20 minute presentations 

 
 Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), George 

Alcee, Official of the Agriculture Programme 
 

 Central American Agricultural Council (CAC), Julio Calderón 
Arrieta, Executive Secretary 
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 International Regional Organization for Plant and Animal Health 

(OIRSA), Edwin Mauricio Aragón, Regional Coordinator of 
Programmes in Support to Food Chains 

 
4:15 – 4:30 COFFEE BREAK  

 
4:30 – 5:30 DEBATE  
 
Tuesday, 2 October 2011 

Morning 
9:00 - 10:40 SESSION III: COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF FOOD SECURITY FROM 

THE PERSPECTIVE OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION DIRECTORS FOR 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN: SUCCESSFUL NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL EXPERIENCES AND LESSONS LEARNED  
Moderator: Alfonso Gahona, Director of International Relations, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belize  
 
Panel: 15-20 minute presentations  
 
 Belize, Dr. Fernando Tzib, Coordinator of the National 

Commission for Food Security of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Agriculture 

 
 Costa Rica, Marta Villegas, Director of the Executive Secretariat 

for Agricultural and Livestock Sector Planning (SEPSA) 
 
 Costa Rica, Giovanna Valverde, Director of International Affairs 

of the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 
 
 Chile, Camilo Luco, Specialist in South-South Cooperation of the 

International Cooperation Agency of Chile (AGCI) 
 
 Jamaica, Tasha Nemhard, Policy Analyst, Ministry of Agriculture 

and Fisheries 
 
10:40 – 11:15 COFFEE BREAK  

11:15 - 01:00  SESSION III (continued)  
 
 Hunger-free Latin America by 2025 – Guatemala. Ricardo 

Rapallo, Food Security Official. Coordinator a.i. of the Hunger-
Free Latin America and Caribbean Initiative Support Project of 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

 
 Regional Programme of Food and Nutrition Security for Central 

America (PRESANCA). Patricia Palma de Fulladolsa, Director of 
PRESANCA, and Emil Waight, General Secretariat of SICA 

 
 World Food Programme (WFP), María Elena Montenegro, 

International Consultant. Presentation: “Cooperation of the WPF 
in the areas of childhood malnutrition and food security” 
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 Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC), 
Kenrick R. Leslie, Executive Director 

 
 Peru, Rossana Arauco Aliaga, Official of the Office of Policies 

and Programmes of the Peruvian Agency for International 
Cooperation (APCI) 

 
01:00 – 2:30 FREE TIME FOR LUNCH  

Afternoon 
 
2:30 – 3:00 SESSION III (continued) 

 
 Guatemala, Enrique Gil, Director of Cooperation Programmes 

and Projects of the Ministry of Economy. Presentation of the 
video Zero Hunger Plan in Guatemala. 

 
3:00 – 4:00  DEBATE  
 
4:00 – 5:00  SESSION IV: FOLLOW-UP TO THE CONCLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LAST MEETING OF COOPERATION 
DIRECTORS 
Moderator: Carlos Bivero, Director of Relations for Integration and 
Cooperation of SELA 
 
 Directory of Cooperation Sources for Financing South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation in Latin American and Caribbean 
countries and SELA’s sub-portal of International Cooperation 
Directors. Javier Gordon, Coordinator of Cooperation Projects 
of SELA  

 
VENUE, DATE AND TOPIC FOR THE XXIV MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION DIRECTORS FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN  
 
 Remarks by Claudia Aguilar, Director-General for Development 

Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador. 
Offer to host and co-sponsor the XXIV Meeting of International 
Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean 

 
 Remarks by Enrique Gil, Director of Cooperation Programmes 

and Projects of the Ministry of Economy of Guatemala. Offer to 
host and co-sponsor the XXV Meeting of International 
Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean  

 
 



Final Report         SP/XXIII-RDCIALC/IF-12    
 

 

21 
 

5:00  SESSION V: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5:30 CLOSING SESSION 
 

 Speech by the Her Excellency Audrey Wallace, Chief 
Executive Officer in the Office of the Prime Minister 

 
 Speech by Ambassador Mourad Ahmia, Executive 

Secretary of the Group of 77. Representative of the 
Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) for South-South 
Cooperation 

 
 Speech by Mr. José Miguel Pérez, Head of the Office of 

the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA) in Belize  

 
 Speech by Mr. Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of 

the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) 

 
 Speech by Ambassador Carlos Bivero, Director of 

Relations for Integration and Cooperation of the Latin 
American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA) 
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A N N E X  I I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by the Honourable Ambassador Mourad Ahmia, Executive Secretary 
of the Group of 77 and Representative of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) 

 
 

Message from Dr. Eduardo Praselj, 
President of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) 

for South-South Cooperation 
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Your Excellency José Alpuche, Executive Director of the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture of Belize; 

Honourable José Miguel Pérez, Head of the Office of the Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in Belize; 

Honourable Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO); 

Honourable authorities of the government of Belize; 

Representatives of regional and international organizations; 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

1. I would like to seize this opportunity to share with you the contribution of the Perez-
Guerrero Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation in terms of regional cooperation in the 
area of food security. 

2. As we all know, the global food crisis, reinforced by the ongoing global financial 
and economic crisis, has become a major challenge for developing countries. It has 
emerged in a situation of significant mal-distribution of the world food supply and lack of 
coherence in international policies, as well as unfavourable environment towards 
development, including rural development, agriculture and food production. There is a 
pressing need to promote the implementation of actions that will minimize the negative 
impact of food crisis especially on the achievement of the MDGs. 

3. We believe that the achievement of food security requires strengthening and 
revitalizing the agriculture sector in developing countries, through enhanced agricultural 
research by national governments in partnerships with the international community, 
including research on improved and adapted crop varieties better tailored to agro 
ecological regions, and wide and rapid diffusion of improved varieties, technologies and 
land, soil and water management practices, notably through capacities building in 
extension services.  

In addition, improving food security requires going beyond short-term responses in order 
to protect and promote people's livelihoods over the longer term. The long term solutions 
should promote reinforcing agricultural development including enhancing market access 
for agricultural products from developing countries, sustainable investments in agricultural 
production and research, and targeting support to the advancement of the agricultural 
sector in developing countries, including small-scale farmers and the poor. 

4. In that regard, international and regional cooperation remain critical to ensure long-
term food security and there is a need to promote adequate investment in rural 
infrastructure, enhance market access for developing countries and promote responsible 
international investment in agriculture. 

5. As you know, the Second South Summit has encouraged developing countries to 
work together to strengthen strategic partnerships so as to contribute to the sharing of 
knowledge, innovation and transfer of technology to improve food security among others 
critical sectors. In this context, many developing countries have engaged in regional and 
subregional cooperation in order to meet their food needs.  
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6. Countries of the South can learn a great deal from each other especially from those 
that have faced or are facing similar difficulties. A more intensive sharing of agricultural 
knowledge and experience between developing countries should therefore be 
encouraged. Furthermore, developing countries could envisage sharing the costs of 
mutually beneficial agricultural research and development, in order to enable greater 
investment in this crucial field. 
 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and gentleman: 
  
7. I wish to state that the Group of 77 has greatly contributed in promoting South-South 
Cooperation in the area of food security through the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) for 
South-South Cooperation. As you are aware, the PGTF was a fund established for the 
purpose of supporting activities of critical importance in terms of south-cooperation. In 26 
years of operation the PGTF has proved to be a useful mechanism for supporting South-
South cooperation. It was launched in 1986 with an initial core capital of US$ 5 million, with 
the condition that only interest earnings could be used for support so as to preserve intact 
the initial capital. Including the projects approved last week by the 36th Annual Meeting 
of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Group of 77, held on 28 September 2012, PGTF has 
supported 243 projects with a total allocation of US$ 12.0 million, benefitting directly 122 
member countries members of the Group of 77 and collectively all of them through 
projects carried out by numerous organizations of the South. 
 
8. Supported projects include 62 on food and agriculture, which received US$ 3.3 
million from PGTF. This total includes 45 projects that have been completed, 7 that are 
under implementation and 5 that are under preparation. The remaining 5 were not 
implemented and allocated funds reverted to PGTF. Twenty-one of the supported 
projects are interregional, while 34 are subregional and 7 are regional. Latin America and 
the Caribbean has been a particularly active region in this area, accounting for 13 of the 
34 subregional projects and for 6 of the 7 regional projects. Finally, PGTF has supported 8 
projects submitted by the SELA Permanent Secretariat, including three in the field of food 
and agriculture. 
 
9. Over the years, the PGTF has built and consolidated momentum as a Fund 
responsive to the growing needs in support of South-South cooperation. As a result, many 
institutions of the South regularly submit well-prepared proposals, which have translated 
into the large number of approved and successfully completed projects that are at the 
basis of the excellent track record of the PGTF. 
 
10. However, the current low interest rate environment in the banking system has made 
it necessary to expand the PGTF resources beyond interest earnings and, to this end, the 
Annual Ministerial Meetings of the Group of 77 have decided on several occasions to 
expand the PGTF resources and explore ways and means to implement it. This resource 
mobilization initiative has also been reflected in the documents adopted by the First and 
Second South Summits. I am honoured to report that member countries have generously 
responded to these appeals and so far the PGTF has received 105 contributions from 37 
member countries, and 22 countries have already made multiple contributions for the 
yearly project cycle. In the context of this effort, a large contribution increased PGTF’s 
core capital from US$ 5 million to US$ 6 million. 
 
11. While the PGTF has undertaken a number of measures within its purview, aimed at 
maximizing to the extent possible the yield and multiplier effect of its resources, estimated 
interest earnings for the foreseeable future would be in the range of US$ 210,000 to 
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US$ 230,000 per annum, i.e. one-third less than in 2007. This amount is insufficient to meet 
the present demand for support of South-South cooperation projects through PGTF, which 
is at least US$ 500,000 per annum according to past experience. Therefore, we need a 
strong support from member countries to bridge the present gap, and provide time to 
identify and implement other solutions aimed at ensuring the long term sustainability of 
PGTF. 
 
12. In the past three years the PGTF faced similar situations and it was possible to bridge 
the gap due to generous contributions made by member countries, in response to 
appeals made at the Annual Ministerial Meetings of the Group. In light of the present and 
foreseeable difficult circumstances, the PGTF continues to need short term support by the 
members of the Group which may wish to consider a significant generous contribution to 
the PGTF in the immediate future. 
 
13. The 2012 UN Pledging Conference for Development Activities, scheduled to be held 
in New York on 14 November 2012, constitutes another timely opportunity for all Latin 
America and Caribbean countries to announce their generous contributions to the PGTF. I 
wish to appeal to all of you to contribute to the PGTF for South-South Cooperation and 
provide us the means to make a greater impact in regional cooperation. 
 
14. I wish all success to your deliberations. 
 
 
I thank you. 
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Speech by the Honourable José Miguel Pérez, Head of the Office  
of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in Belize 
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Thank you, Mr. Master of Ceremonies. 
 
Mr. Maximiliano Ruiz, Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 
 
Your Excellency, Mr. José Alpuche, Chief Executive Officer of Agriculture, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Agriculture; 
 
Honourable Mourad Ahmia, Executive Secretary of the Group of 77 and Representative 
of the Perez Guerrero Trust Fund; 
 
Mr. Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of FAO; 
 
Ambassador Carlos Bivero, of the Latin America and Caribbean Economic System; 
 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps; 
 
Other government officials; 
 
Other invited guest and friends: 
 
My Director General, Dr. Victor Villalobos, extends his best wishes to the people of Belize 
and participants of this XXIII meeting, highlighting the importance of food security. 
 
Food security has recently been given much attention in the global context despite 
continued food security crisis around the world. Factors contributing to the global food 
crises included inadequate government policies, lack of strategic planning, poor harvest, 
unavailability of improved genetic material, volatile prices, steady increase in the use of 
crop lands to supply material for bio-fuels and the growing world demand for safer and 
more nutritious food. 
 
IICA is a specialized agency of the Inter-American System for the promotion of agriculture 
and rural well-being and our efforts are fully focused on making agriculture competitive 
and sustainable in the Americas. 
 
This year, we are celebrating our 70th anniversary of dedicated service in the hemisphere. 
Since our founding in 1942, we have acquired a wealth of experience in the provision of 
technical cooperation in the areas of technology and innovation for agriculture, 
agricultural health and food safety, agribusiness, agricultural trade, rural development 
and training. 
 
More recently, the Institute has become involved in the relationship between agriculture 
and the environment, natural resources and climate change. It has also helped its 
member states to meet the new challenges of food security, biotechnology and 
biosafety, agro-energy, agro-tourism, organic agriculture, agricultural insurance, rural 
agro-industry and rural development from a territorial approach. 
 
In our 34 Member States, we work closely with the ministries of agriculture, they give us our 
mandates. Our governing body is the Inter-American Board of Agriculture, comprising the 
ministers of agriculture of the hemisphere. In addition, we serve as the secretariat of the 
Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture in the Context of the Summit of the Americas process. 
 
IICA promotes the adoption of comprehensive food security policies; policies to increase 
investment in agriculture in order to develop needed scientific, research, innovation and 
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extension capabilities; develop efficient and transparent agricultural local and foreign 
markets; institutional arrangements that promote the integration of small and medium-
scale agricultural enterprises into existing and emerging markets; and promotion of free 
international trade for food. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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Speech by the Honourable Ambassador Carlos Bivero,  
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Your Excellency, Mr. José Alpuche, Chief Executive Officer of Agriculture, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Agriculture; 
 
Honourable Mourad Ahmia, Executive Secretary of the Group of 77 and Representative 
of the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF); 
 
Honourable José Miguel Pérez, Representative a.i. of the Office of the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in Belize; 
 
Honourable Ricardo Rapallo, Food Security Official of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO); 
 
Honourable authorities of the Government of Belize; 
 
Representatives of regional and international organizations; 
 
Ladies and gentlemen: 
 
The Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA) 
is very glad to warmly welcome you all in this “XXIII Meeting of International Cooperation 
Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean”, whose central topic this year is “Regional 
Cooperation in the area of food security”. 
 
Without a doubt, this is a top-priority issue for all the countries of the region, in view of its 
impact on the economies and, above all, its relevance in the social field, particularly at 
the level of nutrition and health in the most vulnerable sectors of society. 
 
This new meeting of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the 
Caribbean has been organized with the co-sponsorship of the Government of Belize, 
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) of the Group 
of 77 (G-77), and two organizations that have an undisputed leadership in the area of 
agricultural cooperation and food security: the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA). 
 
Thus, I am expressing our sincerest appreciation to our co-sponsors, and particularly to the 
Government of Belize for welcoming us in this beautiful country, which marked a new year 
of its independence on 21 September. 
 
Dear representatives: 
 
Our work agenda will allow us for analyzing one of the most relevant issues for the region 
at present, namely: cooperation for food security in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
On this occasion, we have set ourselves a very ambitious agenda, which addresses four 
fundamental aspects: 
 

i) Gain knowledge about the initiatives and actions undertaken by the various 
cooperation stakeholders in the area of food security, both in regional and 
subregional integration and cooperation groupings in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and in bilateral and multilateral development agencies. 

 



Permanent Secretariat       Economic and Technical Cooperation 
 
36 

ii) Gain knowledge about the cooperation programmes and projects 
implemented by the Member States of SELA in this area, underscoring best 
practices and successful experiences. 

 
iii) Identify spaces to promote cooperation in all its forms and to achieve greater 

coordination and synergy among the different regional cooperation actors. 
 
iv) And finally, identify proposals and policy recommendations for improving 

cooperation in the field of regional food security. 
 
As many of you probably already know, the issues of agricultural cooperation and food 
security have been a concern of the Permanent Secretariat since its inception in 1975. 
Hence the intense activity and regional discussions that it has promoted by convening 
specialized meetings, which some years ago led to the establishment of various action 
committees to deal with this problem. 
 
Some examples are: i) the Action Committee on Food Supplements (CACA, 1976); (ii) the 
Action Committee on Seafood and Fresh Water (CAPMAD, 1977), which later on gave rise 
to the Latin American Organization for Fisheries Development (OLDEPESCA); (iii) the 
Action Committee for the Manufacture of Fertilizers and certain Basic Raw Materials 
(CAFER, 1977), which later on led to the creation of the Latin American Multinational 
Company for Marketing of Fertilizers S.A. (MULTIFERT, 1980); (iv) the Action Committee for 
the Establishment of the Regional Food Security System (CASAR, 1982); and v) the Action 
Committee to support Economic and Social Development of Central America (CADESCA, 
1986). 
 
But it was in 2008 when this issue became an urgent one in the wake of the crisis resulting 
from the increase in food and fertilizer prices worldwide, which caused a global food crisis 
that continues to threaten Latin American and Caribbean countries.  
 
Therefore, the Permanent Secretariat started a special follow-up to this subject by 
convening regional meetings and preparing analytical documents in compliance with 
Decision No. 495, adopted by the Latin American Council, maximum political body of 
SELA, in its XXXIV Regular Meeting (Caracas, 25 to 27 November 2008), relating to the 
“Regional Cooperation Programme on Food Security in Latin America and the 
Caribbean,” which is aimed at consolidating a regional forum for the exchange of 
information, analysis, dissemination of information and support to public sector training in 
the area of food security. 
 
Thus, since 2008, the Permanent Secretariat has organized three regional meetings and 
drafted five specialized studies that address this problem. It is worthwhile recalling that 
such information is available on SELA’s Web site and the minisite that was especially 
developed for this meeting. 
 
One of those studies has been prepared precisely as a contribution by the Permanent 
Secretariat for this meeting. Entitled “Latin American and Caribbean Cooperation in the 
area of food security”, it analyzes cooperation initiatives in food security in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, which reflect the willingness, commitment and consensus as regards 
the adoption of joint measures to promote food security, and have brought about 
positive results that are now reference models and examples of best practices. 
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As I said earlier, food security has been considered by the Governments of Latin America 
and the Caribbean as a priority, and it has been so reflected in the various summits and 
meetings at the presidential level that have taken place recently in the region. 
 
In 2012, the subject was dealt with at the highest level in the “XXXII Regional Conference 
of FAO for Latin America and the Caribbean”, which took place in Argentina in March 
2012. It was also analyzed in the “Rio+20 Conference”, held in Brazil in June 2012; and in 
the “42nd General Assembly of the Organization of American States”, in Bolivia in June 
2012. 
 
And it could not be otherwise. Estimates indicate that one billion people are suffering from 
hunger worldwide (one in seven people); five million children die every year from 
malnutrition and others are suffering from diseases that have disabled them because of 
blindness, mental retardation and learning difficulties. Deficiencies and diseases caused 
by malnutrition in the first years of life are irreparable. More than 1.3 billion people are 
living on less than 1.25 dollars per day, which does not allow them to buy the minimum 
amount of foodstuff to survive. 
 
Latin America and the Caribbean is one of the largest food producing regions in the 
world, but out of its 589 million inhabitants, 218 million people live in poverty, and out of 
them, 53 million people suffer from hunger and malnutrition. 
 
Although there is a long way to go, the region is already designing policies to allow a 
great portion of that needy population to ensure basic food consumption through various 
State programmes for direct transfer of income or through social security systems. The 
region has enormous potential since it has approximately 576 million cultivable hectares, 
corresponding to 30% of the world’s total. However, sustainable development policies are 
required in order to take advantage of those lands so as to control soil degradation and 
pollution. 
 
There are several pending tasks faced by the region, but probably the most urgent one is 
building more egalitarian and equitable societies. 
 
As part of the agricultural agenda, this would imply, among other things, to design 
policies to control speculation in food prices (according to FAO only 2% of future 
commodity contracts end up in actual supply, since 98% is sold in speculative markets); to 
support farmers through loans, insurance, protection of family farming, to finance SMEs 
and to provide training and technical assistance, among other tasks. This is possible, and 
a proof thereof are the excellent initiatives undertaken by Brazil in this regard with the 
“Zero Hunger Program in Brazil” and “Brazil Without Misery” and the initiative “Latin 
America and Caribbean Without Hunger by 2025”, among others. 
 
But it is also necessary to achieve a progressive convergence between the agricultural 
and food agendas and the agenda on climate change, in view of the greater 
frequency, magnitude and impact of the natural disasters that are affecting the region, 
mostly hurricanes, droughts and floods. 
 
In addition, we need to analyze the efficiency of food production, the use of pesticides, 
fertilizers and especially water (according to FAO, 1,500 litres of water are required to 
produce one kilogram of grain and 10 times that amount for one kilogram of meat). 
Another important issue is the waste of food (according to FAO, nearly 1.3 billion tons of 
food – i.e. about one-third of the annual production – are lost or wasted each year). 
Consumers in rich countries throw away nearly 222 million tons of food, which is the 
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equivalent to the net annual production in sub-Saharan Africa. This is morally 
unacceptable. 
 
Before concluding, I would like to inform you that the Permanent Secretariat is submitting 
to the international cooperation directors the document entitled “Directory of 
Cooperation Sources for Financing South-South and Triangular Cooperation in Latin 
American and Caribbean countries,” in compliance with a commitment agreed to at the 
latest meeting of International Cooperation Directors held in Panama. 
 
In addition, I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the Permanent 
Secretariat, acting in its capacity as “Regional Focal Point for exchanging information 
about technical cooperation among developing countries,” has made available to the 
international cooperation directors a sub-portal in SELA’s Web site to facilitate the 
exchange of information and generate informative products. In outlining this initiative, 
due account was taken of the existence of other digital spaces, while ensuring 
complementarity, avoiding duplication of efforts and waste of time and resources, and 
above all, including the regional bodies linked to cooperation in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
 
Please also be informed that within the context of the XXXVIII Regular Meeting of the Latin 
American Council, to be held in Caracas, from 17 to 19 October 2012, the Permanent 
Secretariat will submit, as part of its Work Programme for the year 2013, an activity 
specifically designed for the Government of Belize in order to support and enhance the 
experiences of small and medium-sized enterprises for the promotion and 
internationalization of agricultural production. This activity will form part of the SELA-SMEs 
Project: “Inter-institutional cooperation for the development of small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in Latin America and the Caribbean.” 
 
To sum up, I would like to reiterate my gratitude to all you for your participation, and I wish 
you the greatest of success in conducting the activities and debates. 
 
 
Thank you very much. 
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A N N E X  V  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official communiqué from His Excellency Jaime Miranda, 
Vice-Minister of Cooperation for Development of El Salvador 

(Sponsoring and venue of the XXIV Meeting of International Cooperation Directors 
for Latin America and the Caribbean) 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 
 

REPUBLIC OF EL SALVADOR 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

 
SECRETARIAT OF STATE 
MRREE/DGCD/CCMROFI/1974/2012 
 

Antiguo Cuscatlán, 13 September 2012 
 
Dear Ambassador Rivera Banuet: 
 
 I have the honour to address you on the occasion of referring to the meeting that 
you held with Eng. Hugo Martínez, Minister of Foreign Affairs, on 10 July of this year, during 
your visit to El Salvador, in which we expressed our interest in hosting the XXIV Meeting of 
International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean in 2013. 
 
 In this connection, I would like to formally notify of the offer and readiness of El 
Salvador to provide the venue for the XXIV Meeting and co-sponsor it, while requesting 
your good offices to accept our candidacy and make an announcement about it during 
the next Meeting of International Cooperation Directors, to be held in Belize in October. 
 
 I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurances of my 
highest and most distinguished consideration. 
 
 

[Illegible signature] 
Jaime Miranda 

Vice-Minister of Cooperation for Development 
 

 
[There appears a seal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador] 
 
 
To: Ambassador José Rivera Banuet 
Permanent Secretary of the  
Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA) 
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A N N E X  V I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official communiqué from His Excellency Sergio de La Torre Gimeno,  
Minister of Economy of Guatemala (Sponsoring and venue of the XV Meeting  
of International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean) 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 
 

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY 
GUATEMALA, C.A. 

 
DESS/289-2012 
 
Guatemala, 18 September 2012 
 
Dear Secretary: 
 
 I have the honour to address Your Excellency in response to your kind Note SP-
12/0500, dated 10 September 2012, concerning the XXIV Meeting of International 
Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
 In this connection, I would like to point out that we are very pleased by the fact that 
the Republic of El Salvador was designated as the venue for that meeting. We also 
appreciate the proposal made by SELA for Guatemala to host the XXV Meeting of 
International Cooperation Directors for Latin America and the Caribbean, to be held in 
2014, a nomination which we are honoured to accept. 
 
 In thanking the Permanent Secretary for his consideration of this issue, I avail myself 
of the opportunity to renew the assurances of my highest and most distinguished 
consideration. 
 
 

[Illegible signature] 
Sergio de la Torre Gimeno 

Minister of Economy 
 

 
[There appears a seal of the Ministry of Economy of Guatemala] 
 
 
Mr. Ambassador José Rivera Banuet 
Permanent Secretary 
Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA) 
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A N N E X  V I I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of participants 
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DIRECTORS OF COOPERATION  
OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN  
 
ARGENTINA  
 
Ambassador Ernesto López 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Ambassador of the Argentine Republic 
to the Government of Guatemala, 
concurrently accredited to Belize  
Argentine Foreign Ministry 
17 Calle 10-70 
Guatemala, Guatemala 
Telephone: (00-502) 2464-5916 
Fax: (00-502) 2464-5912 
E-mail: eguat@mrecic.gov.ar 
 
BAHAMAS  
 
Tonjia Burrows 
Assistant Manager of Food Processing 
Bahamas Agricultural and Industrial 
Corporation 
Nassau, Bahamas 
Telephone: (1-242) 322.3740 
Fax: (1-242) 328.6543 
E-mail: tonjiaburrows@baic.gov.bs; 
tonjiaburrows30@hotmail.com 
 
BARBADOS 
 
Suzette Edey-Babb 
Minister of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries 
and Water 
Chief Economist 
Graeme Hall 
Christ Church, Barbados 
Telephone: (1246) 434.5036 
Fax: (1246) 420.8444 
E-mail: suzette.edeybabb@gmail.com 
 
BRAZIL 
 
Pedro F. Saraiva Etchebarne 
Chargé d’Affaires 
Embassy of Brazil in Belize 
12 Floral Park Street 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: (501)822-0460 
Fax: (501) 822-0451 
E-mail: 
pedro.etchebarne@itamaraty.gov.br 

 
 
 
COSTA RICA 
 
Giovanna Valverde  
Director of International Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 
San José, Costa Rica 
Telephone: (506) 8334.7296 
E-mail: gvalverde@mag.go.cr  
 
Marta Eugenia Villegas Murillo  
Executive Director 
Executive Secretariat of Agriculture  
and Livestock Sectoral Planning (SEPSA) 
San José, Costa Rica 
Telephone: (506) 2231.1051 
Fax: (506) 2232.0677 
E-mail: mvillegas@mag.go.cr 
Web site: www.infoagro.go.cr   
 
CHILE  
 
Camilo Luco 
Specialist in South-South Cooperation  
International Cooperation Agency 
of Chile (AGCI) 
D. Teatinos 950, Piso 11 
Santiago, Chile 
Telephone: (562) 8275746 
E-mail: cluco@agci.cl; agencia@agci.cl 
Web site: www.agci.cl  
 
Fernando Astaburuaga  
General Coordinator 
of International Affairs  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Teatinos 40 
Santiago, Chile 
Telephone: (562) 3973100 
E-mail: fastaburuaga@odepa.gob.cl 
Web site: www.agci.cl  
 
CUBA 
 
Manuel J. Rubido 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Cuba in Belize 
6687 Momantee Drive 
Belize City, Belize 
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ECUADOR 
 
Carolina Viola 
Adviser 
Technical Secretariat  
of International Cooperation (SETECI) 
Av. 6 de Diciembre N31-89 - Edif. 
COSIDECO, Piso 3 
Quito, Ecuador 
Telephone: (593) 2222.3661; 2255.9755; 
2223.3986 
Fax: (593) 2222.3661 ext 45 
E-mail: carolina.viola@seteci.gob.ec 
 
EL SALVADOR  
 
Claudia Aguilar 
Director-General of Cooperation 
for Development  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Blvd. Cancillería y calle Pedregal. 
Ciudad Merliot. El Salvador 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Telephone: (503) 2231.1018 
Cell phone: (503) 7070.1204 
Fax: (503) 2231.1212  
E-mail: claudia.Aguilar@rree.gob.sv 
 
GRENADA  
 
Bowen Wesley Louison 
Chief Veterinary Officer/ Livestock officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Ministerial complex, Tanteen 
St. Georges, Grenada 
Telephone: (1-473) 440.2708 
Fax: (1-473) 440.4191 
E-mail: Bowen.louison88@gmail.com 
 
GUATEMALA  
 
Jorge Enrique Gil Natareno 
Director of Cooperation Programmes 
and Projects 
Ministry of Economy of Guatemala 
8Av 10-43 Zona 1 
Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala 
Telephone: (502) 2412.0379 
Fax: (502) 2412.0200 ext. 5401 
E-mail: egil@mineco.gob.gt  

HONDURAS 
 
Karoline Pacheco Serrano 
Subsecretariat of State Development 
Planning, Secretariat of Planning and 
Foreign Cooperation  
Presidency of the Republic 
Edif. El Sol, Boulevard San Juan Bosco. 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
Telephone: (504) 2230.8292  
Fax: (504) 2230.5268 
E-mail: kpacheco@seplan.gob.hn; 
amanzanares@seplan.gob.hn 
 
JAMAICA  
 
Tasha Nembhard 
Policy Analyst 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Hope Gardens 
Kingston, Jamaica 
Telephone: (1-876) 927.1160 
Fax: (1-876) 927.1904 
E-mail: tjnembhard@moa.gov.jm 
 
MEXICO 
 
Mario Velázquez Suárez  
Ambassador of Mexico in Belize 
Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico 
#3 Ring Road 
Belmopan, Belize  
Telephone: (501) 822.0406 
Fax: (501) 822.2487 
E-mail: embamexbze@btl.net 
 
Roberto Mohar Rivas  
Director of Bilateral Cooperation with 
Southern Cone countries, Regional 
Cooperation with LAC and Trilateral 
Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico 
Av. Juárez #20, Col. Centro.  
México D.F., México 
Telephone: (5255) 3686.5357 
Fax: (5255) 3686.5359 
E-mail: dgctcinternacional@sre.gob.mx; 
rmohar@sre.gob.mx;  
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NICARAGUA  

Lorena Martínez 
Director for South America and 
Cooperation Issues of the General 
Direction for the Americas  
Secretariat of Foreign Cooperation  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Managua, Nicaragua 
Telephone: (505) 2244.8099 
E-mail: lcmartinez@cancilleria.gob.ni; 
amarenco@cancilleria.gob.ni 
 
PANAMA 

María de las Mercedes Villalaz 
Coordinator of International Technical 
Cooperation  
Ministry of Economy and Finance 
Panama City, Panama 
Telephone: (507) 504.2936 
Fax: (507) 507.7317 
E-mail: mvillalaz@mef.gob.pa;  
 
PERU 

Rossana Arauco Aliaga 
Direction of Policies and Programmes  
Peruvian Agency of International 
Cooperation (APCI) 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Av. José Pardo 261 Miraflores 
Lima, Perú 
Telephone: (511) 319.3600 ext 601/ 
3193601  
Fax: (511) 319.3685 
E-mail: rarauco@apci.gob.pe; 
nsilva@apci.gob.pe 
Web site: www.apci.gob.pe   

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

CARIBBEAN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (CARDI)  

Mr. Anil K. Sinha  
Caribbean Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute  
Central Farm, Western Highway  
Cayo District, Belize  
Belmopan, Belize  
Telephone: (501) 824 - 2934  
Telefax: (501) 824 - 2936  
E-mail: cardi@btl.net; 
as012175@gmail.com  
Web site: www.cardi.org   

CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (CDB)  
 
Luther St. Ville 
Operations Officer (Agriculture) 
Caribbean Development Bank 
(CARIBANK) 
P.O. Box 408 Wildey 
St. Michael, Barbados W.I. 
Telephone: (246)431-1688/1657 
Fax: (246)426-7269 
Email: stvill@caribank.org 
Web site: www.caribank.org 
 
COMMUNITY OF LATIN AMERICAN AND 
CARIBBEAN STATES (CELAC) 
 
Julio Torres 
Direction for Multilateral and Global 
Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile 
Santiago, Chile 
Telephone: (562) 827.4648 
E-mail: jtorres@minrel.gov.cl 
 
CENTRAL AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL 
COUNCIL (CAC)  
 
Julio Calderón Arrieta  
Executive Secretary  
Central American Agricultural Council 
San José, Costa Rica 
Telephone: (506) 2216-0303  
Fax: (506) 2216-0285 
E-mail: julio.calderon@iica.int; 
secretaria.cac@iica.int  
 
Oscar Quesada Madriz 
Coordinator of the Spanish Fund-SICA 
Support Plan  
Central American Agricultural Council  
San José, Costa Rica 
Telephone: (506) 2216-0333  
Fax: (506) 2216-0285 
E-mail: oscar.quesada@iica.int; 
cristina.bolanos@iica.int  
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PEREZ-GUERRERO TRUST FUND (PGTF) – 
GROUP OF 77 
 
Mourad Ahmia  
Ambassador  
Executive Secretary of the G77 
Permanent Representative of Algeria’s 
Mission to the United Nations  
United Nations Headquarters, Room NL-
2077 
New York, NY 10017 
Telephone: (212) 9634777 / 750 / 
1960/1962/1965/1966 
Fax: (212) 9630050 
E-mail: executive.secretary@g77.org; 
secretariat@g77.org 
Web site: www.algeria-un.org; 
www.g77.org 
 
INSTITUTE OF NUTRITION OF CENTAL 
AMERICA AND PANAMA (INCAP) 
 
Evelyn Roldán 
Coordinator of Technical Cooperation  
Coney Drive Business Plaza 
Belize, Belize 
Telephone: 2244885 
E-mail: eroldan@incap.int 
Web site: www.incap.int 
 
INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR 
COOPERATION ON AGRICULTURE (IICA) 
 
José Miguel Pérez 
Head of the Office of IICA in Belize 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: 501 (8) 220-222/ 221-087 
Fax: 501 (8) 220-286 
E-mail: jose.miguel.perez@iica.int   
Web site: www.iica.int  
 
ORGANIZATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
STATES (OECS)  

George Alcee 
Programme Officer, Agriculture 
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) 
Castries, Saint Lucia, W.I. 
Fax: (1-758) 453.2939 
E-mail: galcee@oecs.org  
Web site: www.oecs.org  

INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATION FOR PLANT AND ANIMAL 
HEALTH (OIRSA) 
 
José Benjamin Muñoz Quintanilla 
Chief of the Planning and Projects Unit  
International Regional Organization for 
Plant and Animal Health (OIRSA) 
Res. Via del Mar, Av. Las Olas 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Telephone: (503)-2263-1123 
Fax: (503)-2263-1128 
E-mail: bquintanilla@oirsa.org 
Web site: www.oirsa.org 
 
Edwin Mauricio Aragón  
Regional Coordinator of Programmes  
in Support to Food Chains  
International Regional Organization for 
Plant and Animal Health (OIRSA) 
Cond. Pta. De Versallez, Apto. #102 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Telephone: (503)-2263-1123 
Fax: (503)-2263-1128 
E-mail: earagon@oirsa.org 
Web site: www.oirsa.org 
 
Fermín Blanco 
Country Representative 
International Regional Organization for 
Plant and Animal Health (OIRSA) 
Agror Showgrounds 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: 822.0521 
Fax: 822.0522 
E-mail: oirsarep1@btl.ne 
Web site: www.oirsa.org 
 
PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
(PAHO/WHO)  
 
Gerardo de Cosio 
PAHO/WHO Representative in Belize 
Pan American Health Organization 
4792 Coney Drive 
3rd Floor Withfield Tower 
Belize City, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 2244883 
E-mail: decosiog@blz.paho.org 
Web site: www.paho.org 
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Ferdy Iván Cabb 
Consultant 
Pan American Health Organization 
2271 Starfish Orescent 
Belize, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 6325655 
E-mail: cabbi@blz.paho.org 
 
UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION (FAO) 
 
Ricardo Rapallo 
Food Security Official  
Coordinator a.i of the Hunger-Free Latin 
America and Caribbean Initiative 
Support Project  
Av. Dag Hammarskjöld 3241, Vitacura, 
Santiago, Chile 
Telephone: (+56 2) 923 2257 
E-mail: Ricardo.Rapallo@fao.org 
Web site: 
http://www.rlc.fao.org/iniciativa/ 
http://www.rlc.fao.org/es/proyectoinicia
tiva  
 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP) 
 
María Elena Montenegro Sáenz 
International Consultant 
World Food Programme (WFP)  
San José, Costa Rica 
Telephone: (506) 8829 1699 
Fax: (506) 2281 1004E-mail: 
mariaelena.montenegro@wfp.org; 
montenegrosaenz@gmail.com;  
Web site: www.wfp.org/es 
 
REGIONAL PROGRAMME OF FOOD AND 
NUTRITION SECURITY FOR CENTRAL 
AMERICA  
 
Patricia Palma de Fulladolsa  
Director 
Regional Programme of Food and 
Nutrition Security for Central America 
(PRESANCA) 
Central American Integration System 
(SICA) 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
E-mail: ppalma@sica.int 

CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION 
SYSTEM (SICA)  
 
Emil Joseph Waight 
Professional in the Technical Support Unit  
Central American Integration System 
(SICA) 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Telephone: (503) 2248-8931 
Fax: (503) 2248-8999 
E-mail: ewaight@sica.int 
Web site: www.sica.int  
 
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND 
(UNFPA) 
 
Erika Gordsm 
Assistant Representative 
# 1 Coney Drive  
Belize, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 2231644 
E-mail: gordsm@unfpa.org  
Web site: www.unfpa.org  
 
UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND 
(UNICEF)  
 
Stefano Fedele 
Regional Nutrition Specialist  
United Nations Children’s Fund  
Panama City, Panama 
Telephone: 507-6615-0489 
E-mail: sfedele@unicef.org  
Web site: www.unicef.org   
 
BILATERAL AGENCIES 
 
JAPAN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
AGENCY (JICA)  
 
Masako Kurokawa 
Coordinator of the Territorial 
Development Programme (Social) 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) 
Office in Guatemala 
Telephone: (502)2381-9400 ext.120 
E-mail: Kurokawa.Masako@jica.go.jp  
Web site: www.jica.go.jp  
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ORGANIZERS: 
 
BELIZE  
 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
FOREIGN TRADE 
 
Wilfred Elrington 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade 
Office of the Prime Minister, New 
Administrative Building, Belmopan. 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: (1-501) 822.2322; 822.2167;  
Fax: (1-501) 822.2889; 822.2854 
E-mail: econdev@btl.net; 
belizemfa@btl.net 
eewaight@yahoo.com; belriv@btl.net 
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Alfonso Gahona 
Director of International Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Telephone: 501-8222167 - 8222322 
Fax: 501-8222854 
E-mail: alfonso_gahona@yahoo.com; 
alfonso.Gahona@mfa.gov.bz  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Orla Kantun Coleman  
Deputy Director  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
E-mail: okc26@hotmail.com  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Maximiliano Ruiz 
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Diana Locke 
Chief of Protocol & Consular Matters 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Telephone: 501-822-2167 or 822-2322 
Fax: 501 822 2854 
Cell phone: 501-6105008 
E-mail: lockediana@yahoo.com  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  

Yolanda Lopez  
Protocol 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Telephone: (501) 8222167 - 8222322 
Fax: 501 822 2854 
E-mail: protocolBelize@mfa.gov.bz  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Cyndi Aguilar 
Assistant 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Telephone: 501 822 2110 
Fax: 501 822 2854 
E-mail: abigail_3003@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
  
Tasha Young  
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade 
E-mail: tasha.young@mfa.gov.bz   
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Rafael Baptist 
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Carlos Clarke  
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Jolene Kidd  
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
E-mail: jolene.kidd@mfa.gov.bz   
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Ideslo Leslie  
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
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Percy Lewis  
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
Jasmine Brown  
Foreign Service Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade  
Web site: www.mfa.gov.bz  
 
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES & 
AGRICULTURE 
 
Jose Alpuche 
Chief Executive Officer 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
E-mail: ceo@agriculture.gov.bz 
Web site: www.belize.gov.bz   
 
Eugene Waight  
Chief Agriculture Officer 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Telephone: 501 822 2241 
E-mail: eugenewaight_bz@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Ricardo Thompson  
Principal Agriculture Officer 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Telephone: 501 822 2241 
E-mail: rthompson@btl.net  
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Jose Castellanos  
Policy Analyst 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Telephone: 501 822 1280 
E-mail: jmarcastellanos@yahoo.com   
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Fernando Tzib  
Coordinator of National Food and 
Security Commission 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 

Roberto Harrison  
Director of Extension 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Phillip Tate  
Agricultural Statistician 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
E-mail: ptate_bz@yahoo.com  
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Paul Flowers  
Director Policy Unit 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Justacio Tush  
Director of Central Farm 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Carlos Itza  
Coordination of Project Enforcement Unit 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Ebe F. Dyck  
Leader and Representative from Blue 
Creek Community 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Neri Bol 
Agriculture Supervisor 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Normal Reimer  
Leader of Spanish Lookout Community 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
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Oscar Figueroa  
Farmer  
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
Sylverio Hernandez 
Farmer 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Agriculture 
Web site: www.agriculture.gov.bz 
 
MINISTRY OF FORESTRY & SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT  
 
Windell Parham 
Chief Executive Officer 
Ministry of Forestry and Sustainable 
Development  
 
MINISTRY OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, 
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION AND POVERTY 
REDUCTION 
 
Judith Alpuche  
Chief Executive Officer 
Ministry of Human Development, Social 
Transformation and Poverty Reduction 
Telephone: (501) 822 2246  
 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
 
Audrey Wallace  
Chief Executive Officer 
Ministry of Finance 
E-mail: audrey.wallace@opm.gov.bz 
 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
 
Aisha Andrewin  
Coordinator of NCD Programme 
Ministry of Health 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 8222363 
Web site: www.health.gov.bz  
 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Gale Garentt 
Administrative Officer / Technical 
Assistance Coordinator 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 822226 
E-mail: galegarnett@gmail.com 

MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Candelaria Saldivar-Mortis  
Chief Executive Officer 
Ministry of Rural Development 
 
Ernest Banner 
Rural Development Coordinator 
Ministry of Rural Development 
 
Evan Tate  
Consultant 
Telephone: 501-665-6377 / 501-634-3317 
E-mail: evanwtate@gmail.com 
 
BELIZE AGRICULTURAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 
(BAHA) 
 
Emir Cruz 
Managing Director  
Belize Agricultural Health Authority  
 
Deilah Cabb Ayala  
Coordinator, Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Enquiry point 
Belize Agricultural Health Authority  
 
Miguel Figueroa  
Food Safety Director 
Belize Agricultural Health Authority  
Saint Joseph Street 
Belize City, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 2244794 
Fax: (501) 2245230 
E-mail: miguel.figueroa@baha.bz 
 
Miriam Serrut  
Registrar of Pesticides 
Pesticides Control Board 
 
CENTRAL BANK OF BELIZE 
 
Giselle Waight  
Economist 
Central Bank of Belize 
 
Laetitia Murillo 
Economist 
Central Bank of Belize 
 
COOPERATIVES 

Gareth Murillo 
Registrar of Cooperatives 
Cooperatives 
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Hugo Mirando  
Senior Cooperative Officer 
Cooperatives 
 
Leidi Urbina  
Representative 
Central American Agricultural Council 
 
PESTICIDES CONTROL BOARD 
 
Miriam Ochaeta Serrut 
Registrar of Pesticides 
Central Forum 
Cayo District, Belize 
Telephone: +501 824-2640 
Fax: +501 824-3486 
E-mail: pcibinfo@btl.net; 
pesticidesregistrar@gmail.com 
Web site: www.pcbbelize.com   
 
PECE-MNRA 
 
José Novelo 
Project Officer 
Belmopan Show 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 6126.9174 
E-mail: jenovelo@gmail.com  
 
MFED  
 
Duane Belisle 
Director 
Sir Edney Cain Blog 
Belmopan, Belize 
Telephone: (501) 8221495 
Fax: (501) 822.3673 
E-mail: econdev@bll.net 
 
JIMSAR AGROPONICS FARM 
 
Jimmi Jones 
Co-Owner 
212 Lords Bank Village 
Belize 
Telephone: 604-1166 
E-mail: jimsanapf@gmail.com 

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM (SELA)  
 
Carlos Bivero  
Director of Relations for Integration and 
Cooperation 
Telephone: (58 212) 955 7115 
Fax: (58 212) 951 5292 / 6901 
E-mail: cbivero@sela.org 
Web site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Javier Gordon Ruiz   
Coordinator of Cooperation Projects  
Telephone: (58 212) 955 7137 
Fax: (58 212) 951 5292/6901 
E-mail: jgordon@sela.org 
Web site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Carlos Ortuño  
Coordinator of Projects, Documentation 
Centre and Database  
Telephone: (58 212) 955 7149  
E-mail: cortuno@sela.org 
Web site: http://www.sela.org 
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